FOURTH SUNDAY
OF LENT

10 March 2024 - Baptism St Luke’s
HYMNS
547 Be Thou My Vision
613 Lord of All Hopefulness
407 Breath on Me
787 Longing for Light

SENTENCE

The Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

COLLECT

Everlasting God in whom we live and move and have our being,

you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they find
their rest in you: give us purity of heart and strength of purpose,

that no selfish passion may hinder us from knowing your will, no weakness
prevent us from doing it; that in your light we may see light, and in your
service find perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS
A reading from Numbers:

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The
people spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and
we detest this miserable food.’ Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.
The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned by speaking against
the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from
us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall
look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.

Numbers 21.4-9
Hear the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.



We say the verses from Psalm 107 alternately:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, for his steadfast love endures
for ever.

Let the redeemed of the Lord say this, those he redeemed from the
hand of the enemy,

And gathered out of the lands from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

Some were foolish and took a rebellious way, and were plagued because
of their wrongdoing.

Their soul abhorred all manner of food and drew near to the gates of death.

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from
their distress.

He sent forth his word and healed them, and saved them from destruction.

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his goodness and the wonders he
does for his children.

Let them offer him sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of his acts with shouts
of joy
Psalm 107.1-3,17-22

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Christians in Ephesus:

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of
us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires
of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone
else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he
loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ - by grace you have been saved - and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in
the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God - not the
result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to
be our way of life.

Ephesians 2.1-10
Hear the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.

Alleluia, alleluia!



God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, that all who believe
in him might have eternal life.
Alleluia!

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life.

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in
him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For
all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in
God.’

John 3.14-21
This is the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYERS

Anglican Church: St Paul's Geelong (Vacant incumbency); The Diocese of
Central Queensland (Bp Peter Grice, Clergy & People); Diocesan Building
Committee; St Mary’s North Melbourne (Bp Genieve Blackwell); Holy
Trinity Doncaster - Confirmation service (Bp Genieve Blackwell);
Grasslands Church; St John the Baptist Lilydale; The Episcopal Church (Bp
Michael Curry).

For the Parish: Give thanks for those who facilitate worship or nurture our
faith: Eucharistic Assistants, musicians, Torquay Home Group, Mainly
Music Team, Group Meditation; and pray that they may be inspired by the
way that Jesus nurtured the faith of others.

For the sick & in need, and those who have ongoing need for strength,

courage and peace of heart, mind and soul in their journey: Keiran &
Paul, Deirdre B, John & Barbara B, Roger B, Lorraine D, Helen & Geoff D,
John F, Nan L, Jane & Peter M, Barbara McN, Janet N, Pauline R, Jenny S,
Mary & lan S, Ray & Marion W, Boris Z and those known to us in need of
our prayers.



Hymn - 787

Longing for light,

we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth,

we turn to you.

Make us your own,
Jyour holy people,

light for the world to see

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our heatrts.

Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church
gathered today

Longing for peace,

our world is troubled.

Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power

to save us.

Make us your living voice

Words and music © 1993, Bernadette Farrell.

Longing for food,
many are hungry.
Longing for water,
many still thirst.

Make us your bread,
broken for others,
shared until all are fed

Longing for shelter,

many are homeless.
Longing for warmth,
many are cold.

Make us your building,
sheltering others,

walls made of living stone

Many the gifts,

many the people,

many the hearts

that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants to one
another,

making your kingdom come

Year’s Mind
11th Lila Carsnew (1997)
12th Philip Marriott (1996)
13th John Pettigrove (2008)
16th Judy Beach (2008), Ken Mollison (2023)

Birthdays & Anniversaries




