EIGHTEENTH
SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
26 September 2021
HYMNS
133 O worship the King
613 Lord of all hopefulness
658 I the Lord of sea and sky
SENTENCE
Salt is good; but if salt has lost its
saltiness, how can it be seasoned?
Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.
COLLECT
O God,
your Son has taught us that those
who give a cup of water in his name
will not lose their reward:
open our eyes to see those who are in need,
and teach us to set no store by riches and earthly rewards,
so that, in surrendering ourselves to serve you
in your children,
we may labour for the treasure that endures;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
READINGS
A reading from the book Numbers:
The rabble among the Israelites had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept
again, and said, ‘If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to
eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and
the garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at.’ Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all
at the entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was
displeased. So Moses said to the Lord, ‘Why have you treated your servant so
badly? Why have I not found favour in your sight, that you lay the burden of all
this people on me? Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that
you should say to me, “Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking

child”, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors? Where am I to
get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, “Give
us meat to eat!” I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too
heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at
once - if I have found favour in your sight - and do not let me see my misery.’ So
the Lord said to Moses, ‘Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you
know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the
tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord
came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on
him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they
prophesied. But they did not do so again. Two men remained in the camp, one
named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they
were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they
prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad
are prophesying in the camp.’ And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one
of his chosen men, said, ‘My lord Moses, stop them!’ But Moses said to him, ‘Are
you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that
the Lord would put his spirit on them!’
Numbers 11.4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Hear the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.
We say the verses from Psalm 19 alternately:
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is
sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart; the commandment of
the Lord is pure and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; the judgements of the Lord
are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter also
than honey, dripping from the honeycomb.
By them also is your servant taught and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can tell how often they offend? O cleanse me from my secret faults!
Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins lest they get dominion over me; so
shall I be undefiled, and innocent of great offence.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in
your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
A reading from the letter of James:

Psalm 19.7-14

Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other
oath, but let your ‘Yes’ be yes and your ‘No’ be no, so that you may not fall under
condemnation. Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful?

They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in
the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will
raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore
confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human
being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years
and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven
gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My sisters and brothers, if anyone
among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you should
know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul
from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
James 5.12-20
Hear the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word, O Lord, is truth; make us holy in the truth.
Alleluia!
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ
John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do
not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon
afterwards to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell
you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of
Christ will by no means lose the reward.
If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck
and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off;
it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell,
to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is
better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into
hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown
into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one
another.’
Mark 9.38-50
This is the Gospel of the Lord,
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
PRAYERS
Anglican Church: The Episcopal Church of USA (Presiding Bp Michael Curry); The
Diocese of Tasmania (Bp Richard Condie, Missioner Bp Chris Jones, Clergy &
People); St James’ Anglican Church Glen Iris (Samuel Crane); 50th Anniversary

Ordination of Reverend Noel Whale (Abp Philip Freier); Redemption Church
Craigieburn (Pastoral Visit, Bp Kate Prowd); St Matthew’s Endeavour Hills (a.m.) &
Berwick Anglican Church Confirmation (p.m.) (Bp Paul Barker).
For the parish: Give thanks for those who support our parish life: the Op Shop
team, Maintenance committee, the Parish Treasurer and Bookkeeper and office
support, and those who contribute through rostered help at each centre; and pray
that they do this all in the name of Jesus, who called people to serve others.

For the sick & in need, and those who have ongoing need for strength,
courage and peace of heart, mind and soul in their journey: Keiran &
Paul, Gail L, Fiona T, Sally N, Joan B, John & Barbara B, Alec & Deirdre B,
Jenny S, Jane M, Boris Z, Judy B, Pauline R, Elizabeth N, Norma M, Tina M,
Rosalind B, Terry M, Lorraine D, Ian B, Ray W and those known to us in need
of our prayers.

Year’s Mind

Birthdays & Anniversaries

27th Loris Durance (2009)

29th Jill Glenn, Geoff Soames

29th Dale Lister (2002),
Gwendoline Jukes (2014)

30th Emma Tunley

30th John Griffiths (2002), Rev’d
William Claydon (1995)

30th Lucia Forte/Ric Maguire (anniv)

